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BEGINNER CURRENCY TEST
PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL - UPDATED 21 SEP2024

The Beginner Currency Test (BCT) is the standard proficiency test used at My Drum School to 

access the MDS Educator's ability to conduct the Beginner Programme effectively. The test 

presently consists of playing the exercises from Beginner 1 and 2 Summaries, counting out, 

playing at a required tempo with accuracy and fluency.

Eligibility

The BCT is compulsory for all MDS Educators teaching Junior 1 or Junior 2, or Beginner 1 or 

Beginner 2 students. Educators will be required to take their BCT every year. Failure to 

submit may affect promotion and assignment of new students.

Track Guide

The track guide (9-min) can be found here at http://www.bctaudio.mds.sg 

BCT Handout (5 Pages)

The Handout can be downloaded here at http://www.bctscore.mds.sg

Submission of BCT Video

You must upload your video(s) to http://go.mds.sg/bct

Upload Period:

BCT videos are to be submitted annually. The submission period is from 1 Jan to 12 March.

Format of Video Submission

ω bŀƳŜ ϧ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘŜǎǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ in the video verbally.

(See Video Sample first part)

ω CŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŀōƭŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ aŀǎƪΦ

ω No part of the videos should be edited (or cut)

ω tƭŜŀǎŜ see guide on 2-part video submission on the following page (if needed)

ω {Ƙƻǿ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŘǊǳƳǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ όbƻ ƴŜŜŘ .ŀǎǎ tŜŘŀƭύΦ

ω CƛƭƳ ƛƴ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀƴƎƭŜ

ω /ŀƳŜǊŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ŦƛƴŜΦ

ω ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǿƛƴŘκƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ 

play through the entire track without interruptions.

http://www.bctaudio.mds.sg/
http://www.bctscore.mds.sg/
http://go.mds.sg/bct
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2-Part Video Submission Guide (Only $25 incentive available)

The video submission must be filmed in this format. 

Part-1 video: Test 1 to Test 5. Part-2 video: Test 6 to Test 7. No Editing or Cuts. 

ω .ƻǘƘ tŀǊǘ м ŀƴŘ н Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ

ω bŀƳŜ ϧ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘŜǎǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ both videos must be mentioned in the video verbally.

Pass Requirements

ω {ǳōƳƛǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ м Cǳƭƭ ±ƛŘŜƻ ƻǊ н-Part Video (criteria)

ω wŜŎƻǊŘ ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǾƛŘŜƻ-editing or cuts.

ω 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ 3 MISTAKES from Test 1 to Test 7 collectively. 

(E.g. Timing slips, wrong/missing notes, fluency, not with click)

ω 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƭǳŜƴŎȅΣ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǳŘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ

ω tƻǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ

Incentives / Incentive Table

A one-time incentive payment between $25 to $50 will be paid in your salary for successful 

completion of the BCT within the deadline. An additional $25 bonus will be awarded for 0 

Mistakes on the 1st attempt. No incentives will be given if videos are submitted after the  

deadline.

Here is the payout criteria if you pass with no more than 3 MISTAKES:

BEGINNER CURRENCY TEST
PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL ɀ MARKING CRITERIA

Within deadline 1st Attempt 2nd  Attempt 3rd  onwards

1 Full Video $50 $25 $0

2-Part Video $25 $0 $0

Correction 
Video

N/A N/A N/A

Bonus 1st Attempt 2nd  Attempt 3rd  onwards

0 Mistakes +$25 N/A N/A
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What happens when you fail the 1st submission?

ω LŦ ȅƻǳ fail the BCT in your 1st submission, you are required to do submit a 2nd attempt and 

pass the same requirements. 

ω ¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀ t5C ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ

ω You have two options: 

Option (1) REDO: 

Re-submit a new video (1 full video or 2-part video) in the same order and try for a second 

sitting before the deadline. You are still entitled to partial incentives (see incentive table).

Option (2) CORRECTION VIDEO:

Resubmit a video with only the exercises that you made mistakes on.

ω You are required to use a metronome and ensure that it can be heard in the background.

ω 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ./¢ ŀǳŘƛƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ.

ω {ŀȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎΦ

ω wŜŎƻǊŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ƛƴ м C¦[[ ±L59h ¢!Y9 ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŜŘƛǘǎΦ

ω ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ όмύ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ±ƛŘŜƻΦ

TAKE NOTE: If you decide to do the Correction Video, you will not be eligible for any 

incentive. If you want to still receive partial incentives, please choose Option 1 and submit 

before deadline.

BCT Sample Video

Watch Video: https://go.mds.sg/bctsample 

BEGINNER CURRENCY TEST
PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL ɀ MARKING CRITERIA

Recording Format
Å Name & Date of test taken must be mentioned in the video 

verbally.

Å Face of the Educator must be recognizable. Pls remove Mask.

Å Audio captured must include BCT Track Guide

https://go.mds.sg/bctsample
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- 1 -

1 2 3 4 1 2 43 1 + 2 + 3 + +4 1 + 2 + 3 + +4

Recording Tips
Å Film in Landscape, mention name and date.

Å Play BCT Track Guide in background.

Å Use Hand-to-hand stickings if not stated.

Å Repeat Signs include Crashes (when necessary).

Play each exercise with the repeats

Exercise 1a (80bpm)

Exercise 1b (120bpm)

Count ¼ notes for first two bars, count  1/8 notes for last two bars

Exercise 2 (100bpm)

R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

R L R L R L R L R L R L R L R L

R LR L R LR L R LR L R LR L

R L R R L R LL R L R R L R LL

BEGINNER CURRENCY TEST

TEST 1 ƈ WARM-UPS

TEST 2 ƈ COUNTING OUT LOUD
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Play these 16 bars while counting out Ɉ1, +, 2, +, 3, +, 4 +ɉ each bar. 

Exercise 3 (90bpm)

1 +

Play the following while counting out the subdivision accordingly.

- 2 -

Exercise 4a (90bpm)

1 e + a 2 + ɎɎ.a

Exercise 4b (100bpm)

1 + a2 + ɎɎ.3+

+ 2 + 3 4 + 1 ++ 2 + 3 4 +

TEST 3 - COUNTING 16 th NOTE BASS

TEST 4 - COUNTING 16 th NOTE SNARE
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Play the following. No need to count out loud.

Exercise 5a (100bpm)

Exercise 5b (100bpm)

Exercise 5c (90bpm)

- 3 -

TEST 5 ƈ 16 th BEAT GROOVES & FILLS

R  L  R  R

L
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Play the following with your own Accents on the High -Hat.
Apply ghost notes to all written Ɉeɉ and Ɉaɉ snare notes to your beat. 

Exercise 6a (100bpm)

- 4 -

Play the following with Upbeat Accents on the bell.
Play each exercise once.

Link all 6 exercises (12 bars total) without stopping.

Exercise 6b( i) Exercise 6b(ii)

Exercise 6b(iii) Exercise 6b(iv)

Exercise 6b(v) Exercise 6b(vi)

Tempo: 100bpm

TEST 6 ƈ ACCENTS & OPEN HI-HAT (OPTION TO FILM 2ND  PART FROM HERE)
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Play each exercise separately. 
Repeat each line once before  going to the next line.

Exercise 7a (105bpm)

- 5 -

Exercise 7b (115bpm)

Exercise 7c (120bpm)

Exercise 7d (65bpm)

R L R R L R LL R L R R L R LL R L R R L R LL

R L L R L R LR R L L R L R LR R L L R L R LR

END OF BCT

TEST 7 ƈ OTHERS


